j6                    HOW  CAME  CIVILIZATION?

comparison with the spear-thrower had led to its being
tried with a stick, it might have become and remained a
pellet-bow, such as is still used in Brazil and elsewhere.

Whatever the exact steps by which the bow and arrow
came into being,, it could at first have been nothing more
than a toy, and it must have taken a long period of experi-
ment, practice.* and development before it could be used to
kill anything at all. The development of the shooting-bow,
in all its early stages, must have been purely a leisure activity,
since until it could be used effectively in hunting or war it
had no value.

We see, then, that the bow is a very complex invention.
That is, of course, one reason for doubting whether it was
invented independently by primitive savages in various
parts of the world. The positive case for its diffusion, how-
ever, is based on other considerations. Wissler says of the
bow that:

'This implement is widely distributed throughout the
world and differs in form and efficiency from region to
region; yet it is generally believed that all its forms are
based upon a single invention which originated in one
tribe5 (C. Wissler, in The American Aborigines^ p. 211).

By 'generally5 he means no doubt among students, and
their opinion is based chiefly upon the distribution of the
various types of bow and the various methods of its use.

There are, of course, many types of bow, but Professor
Balfour (JJJ.A/., 1921, p. 291) classifies them into four
principal groups:

(1)  The plain or 'self bow, consisting of a single stave,
usually of wood.

(2)  The compound bow, built up by uniting two or
more staves of similar material.

(3)  The composite bow, in which the bow is formed